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Abstract

Phiman mushroom (in Thai) or Sang Hwang mushroom (in Chinese and Korean) belongs to the genus

Phellinus. The records of traditional uses are scattered in many places. This study aimed to collect basic informa-

tion, through analyses of no fewer than 200 documents on the utilization of this group of mushrooms from vari-

ous sources, for use in research and development in the future. The results showed that many countries including

China, Japan, South Korea, India, the USA, Australia, and Thailand, especially in indigenous tribes, have used the

mushroom in various traditional drug formulas for blood purification and treatment of abscess, cancer, sore throat,

childhood drooling, and facial freckles as well as discolored skin patches. In Thailand, there are many species of

Phellinus, but very few studies have been conducted on their use. Thus, the information obtained is beneficial to

Thais’ health-care research.

Key words: Phiman mushroom, Sang Hwang mushroom, traditional medical knowledge.
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